The Growth of Sudan Communications
Added to these objections was the fact that the first
100 miles of the line from Haifa would have to be com-
pletely reconstructed before the railway could meet the
demands of the Army transport and carry the material
for its own extension. To straighten out the more violent
curves and level the heavier gradients would have meant
re-aligning the whole railway and replacing the ramshackle
permanent way with new material laid along a more
accommodating route.
Behind all these immediate considerations we may,
perhaps, assume that Kitchener had in mind the future
of the Sudan ; the Kerma line, even if improved and
re-laid, could never adequately serve as the main artery
of communication between the Sudan and Egypt.
The second of the three suggested courses was to build
a railway from Suakin to Berber; the distance, said its
advocates, was no greater than that from Korosko or
Haifa to Abu Hamed ; and when peace was established
the Sudan would have a direct route from its capital to
the sea. The objections to this course were decisive.
Osman !Digna and his tribesmen were still a power in
the Red Sea hills where water was plentiful and raids
would be easy; and to occupy and guard the line of
country which the railway would traverse meant in itself
a military undertaking of no small magnitude. Apart
from this, the physical difficulties of the route would
have prevented rapid construction ; the gradients on the
old caravan road were known to be even more severe
than those of the Halfa-Kosha line and no other prac-
ticable route was then known. To examine and survey
the country with a view to finding an easily-graded route
was impossible so long as the hill-country was in the
hands of an active enemy.
Had the Sirdar not been hampered by considerations
318

